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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, SF 

SUBJ: MAJOR PROJECT: SISHEN - SALDANHA RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION 
REF: JOHANNESBURG 1243 

1. MAJOR EXPORT PROJECTS DIVISION TELEPHONED INTERNATIONAL 
ENGINEERING CO., DESIGN SUBSIDIARY INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN 
CONSTRUCTOR MORRISON-KNUDSEN, IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT 
REFTEL. IECO/MKI PRESENTLY UNDER CONTRACT WITH GENERAL 
ELECTRIC TO ELECTRIFY TAIWAN RAILWAY NETWORK. SINCE 
COMPANY HAS BACKGROUND IN THIS SPECIALIZED FIELD, IT 
INTERESTED CONSIDERING SOUTH AFRICAN IRON AND STEEL'S 
PROJECT BUT, AS CONGEN ALREADY AWARE, CANNOT RESPOND BY 
DEC. 6. FURTHERMORE, IT WILL NOT SUBMIT COMPLETED QUESTION- 
NAIRE UNLESS ISCOR AGREES TO DEADLINE EXTENSION. 

2. IECO/MKI ALREADY AWARE OF PROJECT THROUGH THEIR OWN 
SOURCES BUT HAD DECIDED AGAINST APPROACHING ISCOR BECAUSE 
IT UNDERSTOOD CONTRACT AWARD ALREADY WIRED FOR BRITISH 
COMPANY. 
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3. REQUEST CONGEN VISIT CORPORATION AGAIN TO REITERATE 
ITS EARLIER STATEMENT THAT DECEMBER DEADLINE IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR INTERESTED AMERICAN BIDDERS. CORPORATION SHOULD BE 
AWARE DESIREABILITY OBTAINING BIDS FROM AS MANY EXPERIENCED 
COMPANIES AS POSSIBLE AND MAY WISH CONSIDER OFFICIAL 
EXTENSION SINCE INFORMAL EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN RECEIVING 
QUALIFICATIONS AFTER DEADLINE PROVIDES LITTLE INCENTIVE FOR 
U.S. COMPANIES TO MAKE EFFORT PROVIDE INFORMATION. IF 
OFFICIAL EXTENSION CAN BE ARRANGED, WOULD APPRECIATE 
RECEIPT CABLE TRANSMISSION OF QUESTIONNAIRE SO THAT COMMERCE 
CAN DISSEMINATE TO INTERESTED FIRMS. IECO REQUESTS ISCOR 
CABLE QUESTIONNAIRE DIRECTLY TO ITS HEADQUARTERS IN SAN 
FRANCISCO IF IT INTERESTED IN COMPANY'S QUALIFICATIONS. 

MESSAGE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO KOHNE/PEARCE, INTERENGCO, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 

4. COMMERCE INTERESTED OBTAINING ANY INFORMATION CONGEN CAN 
DEVELOP ON THIRD COUNTRY COMPETITION, ESPECIALLY ON INDUSTRY 
RUMOR THAT BRITISH HAVE INSIDE TRACK. 

5. APPRECIATE CONGEN'S PROMPT REPORT ON THIS LUCRATIVE 
PROJECT AND EFFORTS POST HAS ALREADY MADE TO OPEN BIDDING 
TO U.S. COMPETITORS. INGERSOLL 
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